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advising you however to drop most of your resolutions, I did not
mean to muzzle myself too on the matters referred to therein. I
have taken up greater responsibility on my shoulders. I do not want
to go to sleep, because you have waived all discussion of your grie-
vances. It shall be, for me, a year of in tense, unremitting toil.
But I shall work on my condition.    The advice I have given
you is based on trust, trust in human nature, trust in the Kathiawar
Chiefs.   Even so at Amritsar I pleaded1 with my brother-delegates
not to distrust Mr. Montagu, not to distrust Lord Sinha's judgment,
not to distrust His Majesty the King, and you know that the Con-
gress accepted  my advice  to a  considerable extent.   You must
remember that against me was ranged that day no less an oppo-
nent than the late Lokamanya Tilak.    But he and the others saw
that I was suggesting the proper thing and accepted my suggestion.
I pleaded with them somewhat in this wise:   "Accept the Reforms
today, as given in good faith.     The moment you feel that they
are more a burden than a blessing, you may reject them.    For
Mr. Montagu says that he has tried to secure all that  he  could
for us.    Lord Sinha, a man in the know and a distinguished patriot,
has also advised the country to accept the Reforms."    The King's
message too was couched in graceful language.     All those con-
siderations led me to suggest acceptance of the Reforms.    Out of
that state of trust, when it was proved to be misplaced, arose non-
co-operation.    Today too I am asking you to adopt a policy of
trust.   But pray do not press the parallel too far.   It is meant only
to assure you that I do not want to sit silent.   I have heard more
tales of woe than you have told me.    I do not know how much of
all I have heard is true.    But you may be sure that as soon as I
am convinced that the complaints are true, I shall use whatever
ability and resourcefulness I possess to get them remedied.   I shall
try,to see the Princes concerned.    If I succeed in getting a hearing
from them, I shall discuss all your grievances with them, and shall,
if permitted,  acquaint  the public with  the result.    Mussalman
friends from Dhoraji had a series of grievances against the Thakore
Sahib   of Gondal.    They  asked   to  be permitted to place them
before the Conference.    But I dissuaded them, as I was not in
possession of the facts.    I have the honour to know the Thakore
Sahib of Gondal.    I have had the pleasure of meeting him.    I
regard him with respect, and I know that he is a capable ruler.
It is therefore unbearable that he should mean or do any harm
to his subjects.    How can I indict him at the instance of half a
* Vide Vol. XVI, pp. 363-7.